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FROM THE VICARAGE January 2016 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The lady waiting before me at the bus stop turned and said I just love the start of a New 

Year, it’s like an empty diary, nothing yet written but you wonder what the pages will hold. 

How was the past year? I asked. Overall good – great holidays, time with the grandchildren 

husband retired – can't complain. 

The conversation set me off wondering what we expect out of life? What are the important 

things we hope for?  What do we make room for? What resolutions do we make? Life is full 

of doing and being.. What are we hoping to do in the New Year? The answer is different for 

everyone … in the family there may be a new job, new home, a baby, new school, new 

relationships, holiday, celebrations etc.. What about being? That may be harder to answer. 

Being more patient, more forgiving, understanding, compassionate, self-controlled, more 

relaxed, happier, less of a worrier, more giving to others and less self-centred etc.  

Jesus calls people to be his disciples, to follow him and to grow more Christ like. He said  

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever 

wants to save their life will  lose it ,but whoever loses their life for me will find it .What good will it be for 

someone to gain the whole world ,yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each 

person according to what they have done “(Matthew 16:24) 

That is quite a challenge but one worth taking on. To follow Jesus in our doing and our being. 

When we find ourselves in a situation to ask what would Jesus do ?In order to answer this 

question requires a knowledge of the words, actions and teachings of Jesus and this comes 

from a regular reading of the bible. And when we reflect on our character and personality 

to ask How would Jesus be in this situation? Again this needs an awareness of Jesus as a 

person and knowing him in our daily lives. How well are you acquainted with him ?If we are 

to achieve  a Happy New Year perhaps we could start by making a resolution to read the 

bible daily. There are lots of good bible reading books around .By reading about Jesus we 

start to understand him as a person and learn what he would do in a situation and how he 

would be .In time we get to know him as a living person and learn to share our whole lives 

with him. 

In our churches there are lots of opportunities to meet new people and to learn about our 

faith. There are coffee mornings every Tuesday and Saturday at Pocklington church ,various 

concerts and events throughout the year ,courses about the faith as well as the regular 

Sunday services to which everyone is always welcome .There are opportunities to get 

involved in the many activities and the running of a church ,flower arranging ,coffee making 

and serving ,cleaning ,taking part in worship with reading ,praying ,joining one of the teams 

which arrange events ,organise an event yourself ,enjoy quiet moments at any time in the 
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church ,help with administration and train on one of the courses to be a parish  assistant 

and help with home visiting and leading in worship ,The opportunities are endless and they 

give us the chances to do and to be more Christ like in our daily living . 

See the New Year as an adventure which offers you opportunities to do different things and 

to grow into the person you would really like to be and become the person God wishes you 

to be. 

Here is a prayer as we start a New Year.. 

Lord we thank you for the gift of a New Year .May we not take it for granted but use it to do 

what you would have us do and to be the person you would like us to be .Help us to grow 

day by day until we reflect your love amongst those you have given us to share life with and 

may we feel your presence ever upholding and guiding us .This we ask in Jesus name .Amen. 

 

 

Geoff  

 

 

 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

This year the week begins on Monday 18th January and lasts for 8 days. Each day has a 

selection of readings from the Bible which have been put together by the Church in Latvia. 

This year’s theme comes from the verse 1 Peter 2:9 

Called to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord 

We shall be having a United Service on Sunday 24th January at 11.00 at All Saints Church, 

Pocklington. The Preacher will be the Bishop of Selby and the service will be followed by a 

Bring & Share Lunch. 
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                                                              200 Club 
Last year's 200 Club finished with the December monthly and quarterly draws taking place 
at the Christmas Fair.  Thanks to everyone who took part - your efforts helped to raise 
over £700 for Church funds.  The winning numbers are displayed on the Church 
Noticeboard. 
The 2016 200 Club is still open for those existing members to renew, and for new 
members to join.  Each number costs just £12 for the whole year - you can buy more than 
one! - and we have already attracted new members for next year's draws.  A brief 
reminder that there is a monthly prize of £25 and a quarterly prize, hopefully £60 or more. 
If you wish to join please hurry and pick up an application form at the back of Church or 
ring Julian Tremayne on 01759 306527. 

     

                              Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and 

we will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 

                        --------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Congratulations to Michael on a wonderful performance of Handel’s Messiah. The Church 

was full and the soloists, Pocklington Singers and Orchestra provided an evening of 

enjoyment and pleasure for those present. 

 Congratulations to Barbara and her helpers in raising £884 at the Christmas Fair. Wilma, 

Celia and Rosalie would like to express their grateful thanks to all who contributed in 

anyway by individual items or donations towards the Basket Tombola Stall at the 

Christmas Fair.  Thank you. 

  

Fairtrade Fortnight is February 29th - March 13th, 2016. 
  

Everyone is invited to "A Big Fairtrade Breakfast with A Big Brew" on Saturday, 12th 
March, from 9.30 - 11.30 in All Saints Church. 
This is being run by the FLAG (Fairtrade, Local Produce Group) Committee. But we need 
your help too! 
Ways of helping include : usual making and serving of Saturday coffee/tea, serving/setting 
out breakfast, washing up. 
Donating gifts of cakes, well-rooted perennial plants and surplus bulbs like snowdrops, 
raffle prizes or other saleable goods (marmalade and preserves).  
 We hope to make a surplus so that we can send a donation to Traidcraft Exchange. 
 Please volunteer to Betty Douglas, Richard Bryon, Judith Micklem or Sue Taylor 
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    The deadline for the February edition is Friday 15th January and 

should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                                           

                                               About Book Aid 

In the 1980's, a desperate plea came from Africa and other countries where economic 
crises and foreign currency restrictions had reduced supplies of Christian books (and, 
indeed, books in general) to an all-time low. This cry for help from vast numbers of 
Christians suffering from "Book Famine", became impossible to ignore. 

The Book Aid Charitable Trust was set up in order to make large shipments of new and 
second hand Christian books and Bibles to these needy areas. It concentrates mainly on 
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean, with smaller shipments being sent to other areas. 

(NB: There is also another charity called Book Aid International which ships only new 
books specifically to African libraries. Although the names are very similar, BAI has no 
connection or involvement at all with the Book Aid Charitable Trust.) 

Books are gathered by volunteers through a network of UK collection points. They are 
then transported to the main warehouse in London. Those that have been requested by 
overseas Christian bookshops are sorted, boxed and placed on pallets ready for shipment. 
When the books reach their destination they are sold at affordable prices by Christian 
bookshops and churches. The money raised is used to enhance and develop local 
literature initiatives and support Christian ministries. 

Smaller shipments of more scholarly books are regularly made to equip Bible College 
libraries where they are used to train a new generation of ministers of the Gospel.Those 
books not required overseas are sold at Book Aid bookshops in the United Kingdom and 
the money raised is used to pay the charity's shipping and administration costs.  

Since 1988, over 22 million Christian Books and Bible have been shipped to book-hungry 
areas, thanks to the generosity of British Christians and publishers who have given books 
to help the overseas church in their time of need. 

 Books on biblical languages, including lexicons and books on grammar. 
 Bibles of any version [except New English Bible (NEB)] regardless of age 
 Ladybird Books – both religious and secular 

English Language Bibles are urgently required in Italy. Many thousands of English-speaking 
Africans cross over the sea from Africa to Book Aid is seeing an increasing demand for 
books on theology from its partners overseas. In some countries, such as Kenya, the 
Government is insisting that, in order to run a church, ministers must now obtain a 
recognised qualification in theology. It is very likely that this trend will continue and be 
applied in other countries. 
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In Nagaland in North East India, 90% of the population are English-speaking Christians. 
There are between 50 and 100 Bible Colleges already established, with more being set up 
all the time. However, with a few exceptions, most have only a few hundred books in 
their libraries – and many have none at all. 

Book Aid would like to respond to these requests, so we have updated the list of materials 
that we ask for from book donors in the UK: 

All kinds of Christian books regardless of age or doctrinal stance. 
Books on theology, Bible commentaries, Bible encyclopaedias and dictionaries Europe. 
Sadly, many are lost at sea and do not reach their intended destination. Others do reach 
Italy and are stranded without help from the government. Local believers are doing what 
they can, but have run out of Bibles in English and rely on Book Aid for assistance. 

So where do the containers of books go? 

Over the last twenty-seven years (up to end December 2014) 310 x 20ft containers have 
been sent to eighteen different nations: We have also sent other smaller shipments to 
overseas Bible College libraries and to other countries.  

          Nigeria, Cameroon, Ghana,   Guyana, Uganda, South Africa, India, Liberia, Kenya,  
        Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Jamaica, Zambia, Philippines, Malawi, Barbados, Sierra Leone, 
        Papua New Guinea 
 
 

                   
                                                                                    

                   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagaland
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                    Your local contact at All Saints is Hazel Harrison      

                                  Tony Service – your local Book Aid Collector 

Since 2004, I have been a regular collector of donated books for Book Aid. I discovered the 
Book Aid shop in Barnard Castle many years ago when work travel took me through the 
town. As a Methodist lay preacher who has always been fond of books (for preaching, 
reading and collecting) I found myself in a glorious book heaven – room after room of 
inexpensive books! This led to a further discovery – Book Aid had an even bigger shop and 
collection warehouse in north Notts. So when I finished work, I offered my services (pun 
not intended!) as a Book Aid collector for North and East Yorkshire. Since I started, I must 
have passed on literally thousands and thousands of books to the charity. 

Books come from all sorts of people. There are the retired or widowed clergy and lay 
preachers who often want to clear out their whole library – sometimes filling several cars! 
Then there are the ordinary (if that is the appropriate word, but you know what I mean) 
people who have only a small bagful of books. But all donations are welcome and useful. I 
have one elderly lady on the Yorkshire coast who encourages people in her church and 
community to buy or acquire bibles and she herself goes round the charity shops and 
purchases any bibles they have for sale. Then once or twice a year, she telephones me to 
request a collection (always several box loads) and we have a chat, a time of prayer (she 
likes to pray for those who will receive the bibles) and I come home feeling so much better 
for the visit.  

On an occasional visit to some church friends who had moved from our village many years 
ago, we arrived at the same time as their son who we had not seen for 20 years. He is now 
an active member of an evangelical church in another part of the county. On learning from 
me about Book Aid, he organised an on-going collection of books from his church 
members, leaves them at his parents and we collect on the next visit.  

What always amazes me in the way in which the books keep coming. I deliver one car load 
to the Book Aid warehouse and glory in the empty garage space. Nothing happens for a 
few weeks, then a telephone call. "Are you the book man? I have these books, etc" Two 
days later, another call. Then somebody turns up at my house with a few boxes of books. 
Then a charity shop rings (I have a number of people in charity shops who extract religious 
books for me!). Within a short time, I have another car load and the process is repeated. 
God really does work in mysterious and wonderful ways. 

Do you have bibles and Christian books you would like to donate to Book Aid? Think - 
where do you get rid of unwanted books? Charity shops rarely want them for sale. They 
fester on the church coffee morning stalls. The second hand religious book shops in York 
and Hull have closed down. Then Book Aid really is a boon, as many people have told me, 
when people need to dispose of their unwanted books.        
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On Tuesday, 1st December it was the Deanery Advent Service. A lovely service ably put 
together by Dot and Ken Townley. Thank you to Revd Geoff Hollingsworth for leading the 
service and Canon Stella Vernon for her sermon. Dot enrolled two new members during 
the Service, Tony Baker and Revd. Canon Rodney Nicholson. She also welcomed Revd. Jan 
Hardy, Vicar of Barmby Moor, who has transferred from Doncaster to Pocklington Branch. 
Mulled wine and cake were enjoyed by everyone after the service. 

A big thank you to Dot Townley for all her help in the Deanery and the Branch as she 
retires as Archdeaconry Vice President after 6 years in Office. 
The next meeting is our Social Afternoon on Tuesday, 5th January, 2016 at 2pm in the 
Meeting Room. All are welcome. 
 
A very Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year to all. 
 
With many Blessings 
 
Josie Penter 

 

                                           Advance Notice 
Please note that the next Breakfast will be on Saturday 6th February at Burnby Hall 
Gardens Café . 
 
The speaker will be Gail Turner, a Chaplain to the Racecourse at York and she will talk 
about the Sport of Kings.  
 
Make a note for this early morning gallop to Burnby Hall where you will be fed and 
watered. 
 
 

                                                   Another Advance Notice 
Please note the April breakfast will be on Tuesday 5th April –full details later  
 
Brian Penter                    

 

https://dub115.mail.live.com/ol/
https://dub115.mail.live.com/ol/
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FOGGLESYKE 

folk group 

 

  Fogglesyke,  recently performed  at All Saints Church Celebration    

weekend,  the audience kindly donated £105.55 for MacMillan Cancer 

Care Nurses. 

 
 Fogglesyke are a group of local musicians who all live in Millington, and 

play music together for fun, friendship, and fundraising for MacMillan 

Cancer Care Nurses. They are multi-instrumentalists and sing a range of 

songs including Irish and English Folk tunes. Fogglesyke is the name of 

a spring located in Millington ( just in case you were wondering where 

the name came from).  

 

 They  are happy to play at local fundraising/ community events where 

YOU advertise and sell the tickets for your fundraising  

   cause and THEY will play a set of popular folk music and bring  

   along  ‘buckets’ to collect donations for MacMillan Nurses. 

 

 

  If you would like to enquire about Fogglesyke playing at YOUR event 

then please contact either  :  

Dave Forth - 01759 306791 

                            Mike Hadley - 01759 306655 
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                                           All Saints Church, Pocklington 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council on 28th October, 2015 
 

Present: Revd. Geoff Hollingsworth (chair) & 10 PCC members 
Apologies for absence: Sue Currier, Tony Farmer 
1. Opening  
The meeting was opened with a reading from Romans 12 and prayers. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record of the meeting. 
3. Matters Arising 
a) Grand Piano –The cost of and ‘A’ frame would be approx. $360 and Dust cover £110.  
We have received a generous offer to fund this however we may also get part funding from 
the Council. 
The upstairs piano will now be moved to the meeting room. The meeting room piano, will 
be sold. 
b) Pocklington Christmas Festival – the arrangements are to be, Father Christmas in the 
South Transept, entrance through the porch door, screens to separate the queue from the 
church. Choirs – Infant School to sing before Father Christmas) and other choirs to sing and 
Woldgate orchestra to play after Father Christmas. The choirs and their audiences will 
enter through the West Door.   
c) Poppies – as this idea has been so popular the cost has risen to £172.19.  
d) A request has been sent to the Bishop that David Stanton and Peter Brook be given 
permission to administer the chalice at Communion. The certificates await the Bishop’s 
signature. 

4. Finance 
A report of finances for the nine months to 30th of September was presented. Fundraising 
figures are falling and it may be necessary to rethink what we do to optimise these events 
to avoid a deficit at year end. 
The 200 Club reports that £600 has been contributed to Church funds. 

5. Fabric Report 
The churchwarden gave an update on building repairs and that we are still awaiting the 
insurance valuation report following the assessment on the church silverware.   

6. Sub-Committee (building) 
After discussion it was decided that health and safety reports were needed for any work 
done in the church, either by an outside workperson or a member of the congregation. 
A Fabric committee would be formed by Bryan Myerscough to keep up on day to day 
maintenance. 
There would also be authorised volunteers, who would be covered by the church’s 
insurance. 
It was agreed that a new and safer ladder be purchased – this at the app. cost of £150. 
Ken Townley is to take on the task of writing health and safety guidelines. 
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7. Sub-Committees (general) 
Pat Herbert has volunteered to form a catering committee. 
Barbara Myerscough to form an Events/Social/ Fund Raising Committee, Sue Woodcock to 
assist. 
Communications committee - TBC 

8. Charity Donations 
The three charities chosen are: 
1 Tearfund (International)      2 The Children’s Society (National)    3 Caring for Life (Local) 

The four extra coffee mornings will benefit:1)  Hand in Hand for Syria (March) 2)  Christian 
Aid (May) 
3)  Eborvale Riding for the Disabled (September) 4) Young People Count   (November) 

10. Parish Magazine Review 
David Brown asked that the price be raised to £1 and due to the high standard and the 
good reports that were being received it was agreed that this would take place from 1st 
January 2016. 

11. Correspondence 
a) An e-mail had been received from a Pocklington resident regarding Tuesday bell 
practice, claiming that it disturbed her children. We will ask Noise Abatement officer to 
visit and assess noise level.  We will also look into the cost of soundproofing the bell-tower 
using shutters. 
b) Tony Farmer has sent an email resigning as Treasurer effective from 31st December, 
2015. PCC Secretary will send a letter of acceptance and thanks for his service over many 
years. 

12. Any other business 
a) The START Course will commence soon, the Advent Course (a York Course is to be used), 
and a Lent Course on Psalms. This will take place at the Pocklington Christian Fellowship 
during the evenings and at All Saints during the day. This is part of the Diocesan strategy 
for Making & Nurturing Disciples. 
b) There will no longer be a Churches Together Service on every fifth Sunday. Churches 
would still join together for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we will visit the 
Methodist’s for their Chapel anniversary in May and they will still join us for a service for 
All Saints Sunday in November. 
c) 2016, second Sunday of June – talks are in progress with Burnby Hall Gardens Trustees 
to hold an outdoor community ‘Songs of Praise’. 
d) Personal safety lockers for handbags – Sue Woodcock will arrange for one of these to be 
put in place. 
 
The next meeting will take place on 25th November, 2016 at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME FOR THE YEAR 2016 
Called to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord 

(cf. 1 Peter 2:9) 
 
Background  
The oldest baptismal font in Latvia dates from the time of the great evangeliser of 
Latvia, St Meinhard. It was originally located in his Cathedral in Ikšķile. Today it 
stands at the very centre of the Lutheran Cathedral in the country’s capital, Rīga. 
The placement of the font so near to the Cathedral’s ornate pulpit speaks eloquently 
of the relationship between baptism and proclamation, and the calling shared by all 
the baptised to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord. This calling forms the theme of 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2016. Inspired by two verses from the 
First Letter of St Peter, members of different churches in Latvia prepared the 
resources for the week. 
 
Archaeological evidence suggests that Christianity was first brought to Eastern Latvia 
in the 10th century by Byzantine missionaries. However, most accounts date Latvia’s 
Christian origins to the 12th and 13th centuries, and the evangelising mission of St 
Meinhard, and later of other German missionaries. The capital, Rīga, was one of the 
first cities to adopt Luther’s ideas in the 16th century, and in the 18th century, 
Moravian missionaries (Herrnhut Brethren) revived and deepened Christian faith 
throughout the country. Their descendants were to play a central role in laying the 
foundations for national independence in 1918.  
 
The past, with its various periods of conflict and suffering, has had noticeable 
consequences for church life in Latvia today. It is a sad fact that the use of force by 
some early missionaries and crusaders misrepresented the essence of the Gospel. 
Over the centuries, the land of Latvia has been a religious and political battleground 
for various national and confessional powers. Changes in political dominance in 
different parts of the country were often reflected in changes in people’s 
confessional affiliation too. Today, Latvia is a crossroads where Roman Catholic, 
Protestant and Orthodox regions meet. Because of this unique location, it is home to 
Christians of many different traditions, but no single one of them is dominant.  
 
Latvia first existed as a state from 1918 until 1940, in the wake of the First World 
War and the fall of the Russian and German empires. The Second World War and 
the decades that followed with their totalitarian anti-Christian ideologies – atheistic 
Nazism and Communism – brought devastation to the land and people of Latvia, 
right up to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. During those years, Christians 
were united in common witness to the Gospel – even to the point of martyrdom. 
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Christians discovered their participation in the royal priesthood mentioned by St 
Peter through enduring torture, exile and death because of their faith in Jesus 
Christ. This bond of suffering created deep communion among Christians in Latvia. 
Through it, they discovered their baptismal priesthood, through which they were 
able to offer their sufferings in union with the sufferings of Jesus, for the good of 
others. The Bishop Sloskans Museum (he spent 8 years in Soviet lagers) is an 
expression of this common experience. On the inner wall of this museum there are 
four lists of martyrs and persecuted Christians – members of the Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Baptist and Catholic churches.  
 
The experience of singing and praying together – including the National Anthem, 
God Bless Latvia – was crucial to Latvia regaining its independence in 1991. Fervent 
prayers for freedom were offered in many churches throughout the city. United in 
song and prayer, unarmed citizens built barricades on the streets of Rīga and stood 
shoulder to shoulder in defiance of the Soviet tanks.  
 
However, the totalitarian darkness of the 20th century estranged many people from 
the truth about God the Father, his self-revelation in Jesus Christ and the life-giving 
power of the Holy Spirit. Thankfully, the post-Soviet period has been one of renewal 
for the churches. Many Christians come together for prayer in small groups and at 
ecumenical services. Conscious that the light and grace of Christ have not 
penetrated and transformed all the people of Latvia, they want to work and pray 
together so that the historical, ethnic and ideological wounds which still disfigure 
Latvian society may be healed.  
 
The call to be God’s people  
St Peter tells the early Church that in their search for meaning prior to encountering 
the Gospel they were not a people. But through hearing the call to be God’s chosen 
race and receiving the power of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ, they have become 
God’s people. This reality is expressed in Baptism, common to all Christians, in which 
we are born again of water and the Holy Spirit (cf. John 3:5). In Baptism we die to 
sin, in order to rise with Christ to a new life of grace in God. It is an ongoing 
challenge daily to remain aware of this new identity in Christ.  
How do we understand our common call to be “God’s people”?  
How do we express our baptismal identity as a “royal priesthood”?  
Hearing of God’s mighty acts  
Baptism opens up an exciting new journey of faith, uniting each new Christian with 
God’s people throughout the ages. The Word of God – the Scriptures with which 
Christians of all traditions pray, study and reflect – is the foundation of a real, albeit 
incomplete, communion. 
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 In the shared sacred texts of the Bible, we hear of God’s saving acts in salvation 
history: leading his people out of slavery in Egypt, and the great mighty act of God: 
the raising of Jesus from the dead, which opened new life to all of us. Furthermore, 
prayerful reading of the Bible leads Christians to recognise the mighty acts of God 
also in their own lives.  
In what ways do we see and respond to God’s “mighty acts”: in worship and song, 
in work for justice and peace?  
How do we treasure the Scriptures as the living Word, calling us to greater unity 
and mission?  
Response and proclamation  
God has chosen us not as a privilege. He has made us holy, but not in the sense that 
Christians are more virtuous than others. He has chosen us to fulfil some purpose. 
We are holy only insofar as we are committed to God’s service, which is always to 
bring his love to all people. Being a priestly people means being in service to the 
world. Christians live this baptismal calling and bear witness to God’s mighty acts in 
a variety of ways:  
Healing wounds: Wars, conflicts and abuses have wounded the emotional and 
relational lives of the people of Latvia and many other countries. God’s grace helps 
us to beg forgiveness for the obstacles which prevent reconciliation and healing, to 
receive mercy, and to grow in holiness. 
Searching for truth and unity: Awareness of our common identity in Christ calls us 
to work towards answering the questions that still divide us as Christians. We are 
called, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, to share our experiences and so 
discover, that in our common pilgrimage, Jesus Christ is among us.  
An Active Commitment to Human Dignity: Christians who have been brought out of 
darkness into the marvellous light of the Kingdom recognise the extraordinary 
dignity of all human life. Through common social and charitable projects we reach 
out to the poor, the needy, the addicted and the marginalised.  
As we consider our commitment to Christian unity, for what should we beg 
forgiveness?  
Knowing the mercy of God, how do we engage in social and charitable projects with 
other Christians? 
 
Monday 18th January DAY 1 Let the stone be rolled away  
Ezek 37:12-14 I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people.  
Ps 71:18b -23 Your power and your righteousness, O God, reach the high heavens.  
Rom 8:15-21 We suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  
Mt 28:1-10 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
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Tuesday 19th January DAY 2 Called to be messengers of joy  
Is 61:1-4 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed.  
Ps 133 How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!  
Phil 2:1-5 Make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind.  
Jn 15:9-12 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 
 
Wednesday 20th January DAY 3 The witness of fellowship  
Jer 31:10-13 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion.  
Ps 122 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May they prosper who love you.  
1 Jn 4:16b-21 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters are 
liars.  
Jn 17:20-23 That they may become completely 
 
Thursday 21st January DAY 4 A priestly people called to proclaim the Gospel  
Gen 17:1-8 Your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations.  
Ps 145:8-12 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.  
Rom 10:14-15 And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?  
Mt 13:3-9 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
 
Friday 22nd January DAY 5 The fellowship of the Apostles  
Isa 56:6-8 For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.  
Ps 24 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  
Acts 2:37-42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers.  
Jn 13:34-35 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
 
Saturday 23rd January DAY 6 Listen to this dream  
Gen 37:5-8 Listen to this dream that I dreamed.  
Ps 126 We were like those who dream.  
Rom 12: 9-13 Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honour.  
Jn 21:25 The world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 
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Sunday 24th January DAY 7 Hospitality for prayer  
Is 62:6-7 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night 
they shall never be silent.  
Ps 100 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with 
gladness.  
1 Pet 4:7b-10 Be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers.  
Jn 4:4-14 The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 
to eternal life. 
 
Monday 25th January DAY 8 Hearts burning for unity  
Is 52:7-9 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news.  
Ps 30 You have turned my mourning into dancing.  
Col 1:27-29 How great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you.  
Lk 24:13-36 Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 

                                                        The Year Ahead  
                           In January we shiver, for it’s a month most cold;  
                       Yet from the dark earth peep green shoots of hope,  
                        For God never changes. He does not grow old  
                            As do we who become tattered like a well-worn robe.  
                            Yes, He’s here, as He was at time’s very beginning  
                            Working out His purpose in this world so frail,  
                            Ordering the seasons, the months and the years  
                            That we may enjoy all the good things that He has made.  
                            He’s here with us all in our daily living,  
                            In each of our joys, in our doubts, and our fears.  
                            And His mercies are new, new every day  
                            When we call on His Spirit to enrich our lives  
                            And to lighten our paths with His clear bright ray.  
                            So we may now travel safely this coming year  
                            With joy in our hearts, and firmness of step  
                            Held in the strong arms of Jesus, our Light, and our Friend,  
                            Our Lord and Saviour, who has paid our great debt.  
                            So let us give glory to Him, praise and worship Him  
                            Every year, every month, until our days end.  
                            And when our life here is over, may He keep us secure,  

                That in His heavenly Kingdom we will live evermore.     

                Paddy 
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As I write this, 2015 is drawing to close and we are all rushing around trying to get our 

Christmas shopping done and make plans for visiting family and friends. It’s an expensive 

time of year: we travel, buy extra food and drink and of course purchase gifts, and we’re 

all very good at complaining about how commercialised Christmas has become whilst we 

are standing in “Toys R Us” or Marks & Spencer spending more than we would have liked 

on treasures for our family and friends….but are all treasures the same?  

Recently the Little Saints children took part in a treasure 

hunt around the church – looking for clues and finding the 

chocolate coins if they looked in the right place.  It was 

all very exciting and I thought it might be a good time to 

talk to them about a different treasure, one that can be 

equally expensive, not financially, but perhaps in time, 

effort or care.  We talked about Treasures in Heaven, 

specifically learning to say “sorry” and helping others who 

may be on their own and how these treasures were far 

better than gold or indeed chocolate coins – that we can add to them as much as we like, 

just like putting pennies in our money box until we have so many that they lead us to 

something wonderful; to Jesus and his love for us and a love for one another. 

Of course, we ended the year with our Little Saints Nativity.  It can be difficult for young 

children to engage with bible stories or themes – even the very simplest versions.  There 

are a lot of “grey” areas and young children are very “black and white” in their 

understanding and ideas.   

The Nativity story, however, with its opportunities for dressing up, singing hymns they 

recognise like “Away in a Manger” and being actively involved in the retelling alongside 

their friends makes Jesus just that bit more tangible and real; not a fairy story, but a true 

story.  In the Nativity He is a child just like them, they’re in it together and the children had 

a wonderful time at the stable in Bethlehem, all with a part to play – which is after all how 

God planned it. 

Dear God, We may never have much earthly treasure – but help us to build up our treasures in Heaven 

by being good to one another.  Help us to remember that the greatest treasure of all was your gift to 

us, your Son Jesus Christ. Amen  
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Marriage and all that by Rodney Nicholson  
AT the end of November I preached in another church at their Christingle service for The 

Children’s Society. It was a warm and lively service led by a good and supportive vicar. 

Over the coffee afterwards I got talking to a delightful young woman with a three-year-old 

daughter who turned out to be the vicar’s wife. That surprised me because the vicar, 

whilst certainly younger than me, nevertheless seemed to be in the later years of his 

ministry. Seeing my puzzlement, she explained, “I am nineteen years younger than my 

husband”. 

 They were a lovely and deeply happy couple whose union showed that an age 

difference need not be significant. She still suffered from M.E., with which they clearly 

coped very well.  I could think of others with an age difference whose marriage has been 

joyful and enriching, where husband and wife have meant everything to each other. 

 We could fill books with stories of where couples have met each other. Many have 

been fortunate in meeting their life partner, others less so. Opportunities to meet 

someone are important, and places where this may happen should be celebrated, not 

sneered at. Work places, clubs, large choirs and holiday venues have sometimes been 

derogatively called “marriage markets”. Such scoffing is completely wrong. How are some 

people ever going to meet a future husband or wife if they avoid places frequented by 

members of the opposite sex? My wife had a friend who joined the Army in the hope of 

meeting someone. She met a Captain in the British Forces in Germany, from which a 

happy marriage ensued. 

 Today we have internet dating services, which I would warmly recommend, some of 

which are specifically Christian. They are discreet and well managed. I have known clergy 

and other couples who have met through the internet. Praise the Lord! 

 For those whose marriage has failed, it is wonderful if they can meet someone new. 

Divorce should be a last option but if a marriage has irretrievably broken down, surely the 

God of hope and new beginnings would not want to consign that person to loneliness. But 

finally, for those who choose to be alone, that is a perfectly valid option. The single life can 

be fulfilled and happy. After all, Jesus the perfect man never married. 
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Variety is the spice of life by Rodney Nicholson  
 
RECENTLY I rang a vicar on someone’s behalf – to ask about someone he knew but had lost 

contact with. He’s a good, lively vicar but, finding his phone number from the church 

website, I discovered that his church uses the Roman Catholic services, that Holy 

Communion is called Mass and that he himself lives at the Presbytery, not the vicarage. 

 By contrast, last year we visited a village church in south Cumbria where a few 

members of the congregation had criticised their vicar for being too traditional and too 

Anglican. He too was a good man but, considering that he did not wear robes for the 

Sunday morning service and also that, for Communion, non-alcoholic fruit juice was served 

in little glasses, as the Methodists do, he did not seem particularly traditional. Others, it 

should be said, thought very well of him and he was anxious to fit in with people’s 

expectations. These two churches illustrate the different styles which can be found within 

the Church of England. 

 This surely is good. We can worship God in different ways, so long as our worship is 

wholehearted and our desire to follow Christ sincere. Indeed, it can be good to experience 

worship in a different church from our own, so that we can be refreshed and our horizons 

broadened simply by being somewhere new. 

 It is important never to belittle other Christians by using such terms as “happy 

clappy”, which is a silly expression, probably coined by someone who realised that the two 

words rhyme. What, in heaven’s name is wrong with being happy or, for that matter, with 

clapping? Psalm 47 says, ‘Clap your hands, all you people”. Maybe “happy clappy” has 

overtones of excitability or superficiality but some churches, called happy clappy, 

distinguish themselves by their social concern and by their financial giving. Another silly 

expression, though not much used today, is “higher than Rome”. Roman Catholic worship 

is not particularly high. Anglo Catholic worship can be much “higher” or more elaborate. 

 God has given us different personalities and gifts so that no two churches are the 

same. In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul uses the picture of the body to say that, different as we are, 

we all have our part to play. One children’s hymn puts it perfectly: “I just thank you, 

Father, for making me “me”. 
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                                January Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 3rd 9.15 am Family Service (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 10th  9.15 pm Morning Prayer (BCP)   
 24th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 17th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 3rd  9.15 am All Age Worship 
 10th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 17th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 3rd   10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 10th   10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 24th  10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 10th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 17th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 Pocklington  
 3rd  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 3rd  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 10th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 10th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 17th  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 17th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Laying on Hands 
 24th  11.00 am Special Bishop John. (Baptism Follows)  
 24th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 31st  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) Group Service  
 31st  4.00 pm Special  Candlemas service  
 Shiptonthorpe 
 3rd  10.45 am Special  John Hudgton  with  Baptism  
 10th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 17th  10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 24th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

  

 22nd November  Jack Arthur Manley (Pocklington) 

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

 

  

   

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 

         3rd December  Paul Herrington (Pocklington) 

 4th December  Marion (Dolly) Harper  (Pocklington) 

 7th December Brian James Slater  (Pocklington) 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2015 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £28.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £413.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 
 CD Operator   £10.00  
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £70.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
 CD Operator  £10.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong 
to turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to 
your eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

 Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington  
Church office  

01759 306045 

      Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer Tony Farmer  369550 

Verger Jennifer Bean  305896 

For all Church and Meeting Rooms bookings  

Please contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office  

Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                                    www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 


